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secretly treating with Great Britain for the restitution of Han-
over to its lawful sovereign. Negotiations for peace had been
going on for some considerable time between France, England,
and Eussia, which led to nothing. The popular ferment in
Prussia had been increasing for a long time from her disgraceful
position becoming more notorious and galling every day, and the
Government, with a rashness, violence, and imprudence only to
be surpassed by its perfidy, sent a haughty summons to Napoleon
to evacuate Germany. This insane insult reached Paris on the
1st October, when Napoleon was already far on his way to Berlin,
and on the 14th, Prussia met her well deserved doom at the twin
battles of Jena and Auerstadt, Napoleon visited the tomb of
Frederick the Great on the anniversary of the day on which, on
the same spot, the King of Prussia had bound himself by solemn
oaths to the Emperor Alexander

36. Soon after Napoleon arrived at Berlin he issued the
Berlin decree against British commerce, on the 21st November.
This decree was soon, afterwards met by a retaliatory order in
Council on the part of Great Britain, and during the course
of 1807, a series of decrees were issued both by England and
Prance, each endeavouring to outdo the other in violence, ferocity,
absurdity and illegality, the result of which was, however, to ex-
clude the British flag from every port of Europe, except Sweden.
This state of hostility, the avowed object of which was the
destruction of British commerce, led to a short supply, and an
apprehended scarcity of every article of European production
required as raw materials for our manufactures. The natural
consequence was a boundless spirit of speculation in these articles;
and, under the influence of this speculation, the prices of all the
products of Eussia, and the East of Europe, rose to double and
triple the ordinary figure. At the same period Spain was
occupied by the French, and similar specuktions tripled and
quadrupled the price of Spanish wool. France, too, was supreme
in Italy; and the produce of that country, chiefly consisting in
silk, rose in a similar proportion. Nor had our own conduct
been less ruinous in other respects. The vindictive nature of the
orders in Council had proved so destructive to the rights of
neutrals, that a rupture with America was imminent, which